
 

vice to their country, 
many others died as a 
result of wounds suffered 
in service to our country 
and a good many served 
time in Prisoner of War 
camps in World War II, 
Korea and Vietnam 

    These proud men and 
women showed the 
world what Blue Jays 
from West End High 
School were made of and 
there should be no doubt 
they are true heroes in 
every since of the word. 

     So this Memorial Day 
weekend enjoy family, 
friends and great food, 
but please take a moment 
to honor those who not 
only served, but gave 
their lives in defense of 
this great nation! 

  

___________________________________ 

     Memorial Day and 
Westñhow does this 
apply? 

     West, as everyone 
knows, has a rich heritage 
in academics, the arts and 
athletics, but is equally 
strong in service not only 
to our community, but 
our country and the 
world as well  Over the 
years, West End High 
School has provided men 
and women to serve  in 
all branches of the armed 
forceñArmy, Navy Air 
Force and Marines.  Not 
only have they served 
their country well, but 
many rose to the rank of 
Admiral and General in 
their respective branches 
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and had rich, rewarding 
careers of service to our 
wonderful country. 

     Along the way, men 
and women have served 
honorably and well in 
World War II, Korea, 
Vietnam and even as re-
cently as the war in Iraq            
Many were killed in ser-

USS William P. Lawrence, DD-110 is presently stationed in the 
East China Sea! 



 

 The distinguished West 
End High School graduate fea-
tured this month is not some-
one who made his mark in a 
foreign land, or a distant state, 
but rather a man who re-
mained dedicated to the needs 
of the city and neighborhood 
where he was born. His educa-
tional journey started at Fall 
School on Eighth Avenue and 
after moving to Ashwood Ave-
nue he followed the traditional 
educational path of the 1940s 
from Eakin to Cavert to West 
where he was a three sport 
athlete. West High coach Em-
met Strickland nicknamed him 
òBooger,ó but few people today 
ever heard him called that 
name as it slowly disappeared 
in his pursuit of higher educa-
tion at Vanderbilt (BA 1956), 
and Yale Divinity School (M. 
Div. 1959). His college educa-
tion was interrupted by mili-
tary service in the Army (1952
-1954), and his training as a 
cryptographer sent him to 
Europe. That assignment pro-
vided opportunities to travel 
outside the United States for 
the first time in his life --- al-
though a lot of the travel in-
volved playing for an an Army 
baseball team!  

 After Yale there were 
more opportunities to travel in 
Europe before returning to 
Tennessee as an ordained min-
ister. What he observed over-
seas and in America convinced 
him his calling was in the inner 
city. However, his first assign-
ment, to a rural church in 
Huntland, Tennessee, was any-
thing but an urban ministry. It 
did give him an early insight 
into the conflict between the 
goals of the minister and the 
resistance of church members 
to change. After two years 
Barnes was reassigned to Car-
roll Street Methodist Church 
in South Nashville and found 
that resistance to change was 
just as great in the city. Carroll 
Street was a church, like many 

others in Amer-
ica, situated in a 
part of town 
that had once 
been both mid-
dle class and 
white. As high-
ways were built 
and public hous-
ing became 
available the 
complexion of 
the neighbor-

hood and the 
church changed. There were a 
number of older members 
who no longer lived in the 
neighborhood, but attended 
the church and they were not 
comfortable with what was 
happening to òtheiró church. 
Nor were they pleased with 
the participation of the young 
minister in the disruptive 
demonstrations taking place in 
Nashville in the 1960s. Carroll 
Street and Bill Barnes parted 
ways and after a few more 
years of struggle the church 
ceased to exist.  

 But, for Bill Barnes the 
solution was to form a new 
church, Edgehill Methodist, 
that straddled the predomi-
nantly black public housing 
and urban renewal area be-
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William Lewis Barnes and Nashville Mayor Megan Barry 



 

tween Eighth and Twelfth Ave-
nues and the transitional  Van-
derbilt/Peabody/Music Row 
area  on the brink of develop-
ment from residential to com-
mercial. It was a vivid example 
of the urban paradox --- 
stately homes built in the pre-
vious century within sight of 
shacks with outhouses --- and 
it was just the challenge that 
the rapidly balding Rev. Bill 
Barnes was looking for. It was 
such a good fit he never went 
anywhere else and remained at 
Edgehill for three decades, an 
unusually long tenure in the 
Methodist Church. As Barnes 
puts it, òno church ever called 
for me to come because they 
were afraid Iõd do the same 
things there I did at Edgehill.ó   

 Here was a chance to 
build a congregation that was 
truly integrated from the start. 
As Martin Luther King, Jr. said 
òthe most segregated hour in 
America is 11:00 on Sunday 
morning.ó Putting together a 
worship service that met the 
needs and tastes of a divergent 
group of college educated in-
tellectuals, including West 
High band director D.F. Bain, 
and domestic workers from 
the projects was a novel, but 
not impossible, task as a small 

dedicated group began meet-
ing in a converted house at 
1502 Edgehill Avenue. From 
the start the goal was to in-
volve the community in the 
work of the church and the 
church in the needs of the 
community. In that effort the 
church often served as a cata-
lyst for community action by 
creating òspin-offó organiza-
t ions  l i ke  Organ ized 
Neighbors of Edgehill (O.N. 
E.), a 501(c) (3) non-profit 
c o r p o r a t i o n 
(edgehillcommunity.org).  
O.N. E. is a membership or-
ganization, but church mem-
bership is not a requirement. 
One of their major projects is 
the O.N.E. Barnes Scholarship 
program for youths in the 
Edgehill neighborhood wishing 
to pursue education after high 
school. There are other pro-
grams, too numerous to list 
here, but information is avail-
able at the church website. 
(edgehill.org) 

 Barnes retired as minis-
ter of the church in 1996, but 
the work of the church contin-
ues as well as his involvement 
in the issues of housing and 
homelessness. The Barnes 
Fund For Affordable Housing 
is a government program 

started under Mayor Karl 
Dean and expanded under re-
cently elected Mayor Megan 
Barry (pictured with Rev. Bar-
nes). He wrote a book, To Love 
A City, in 2007 about his life 
and varied experiences which 
included a great deal of world 
travel after retiring from the 
requirements of a full time 
ministry. When invited to 
speak at the West High Lunch 
Bunch on April 14 the crowd 
of 63 included several mem-
bers of his family and at least 
one classmate from the class of 
1950 (Hale Hooper). He 
brought many copies of his 
book which were available for 
free, but people could make a 
voluntary contribution to the 
O.N.E. Barnes Scholarship 
Fund if they wished to. When 
the Barnes family left Hill-
wood they had fewer books 
and the scholarship fund had 
$550.00. It was a fitting close 
to the luncheon with the 1950 
student body president voted 
òBest All Roundó by his class-
mates. 

(Whit Stokes, class of 
1954, is back with a column for 
us on the history of our great 
School.   

Currently living in Louis-
ville, Whit still attends the 
monthly Lunch Bunch when he 
can.) 
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A Capsule of the First Year 1937-1938 
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H OW  TO  O RDER THE TRANSITION  YEARS 

The history of  West End High School from 1954 
to 1968 under Principal John Oliver. 

 

This book is a sequel to Those Were The Glory Years written by West 
graduate Wallace Tyson (1948) and published in 1996.  Tyson told the 
story of the school from its inception in 1937 to the final year (1954) W.H. 
Yarbrough (Doc) was principal. Whit Stokes (1954)  has updated the story 
to the final year that West was a high school (1968).  Copies can be or-
dered for $20.00 which includes mailing costs.  

Whitworth Stokes 

1500 Rufer Avenue 

Louisville, KY 40204-1634 

whitstok@aol.com 

(502)583-5217 

YOUR  MONEY  AT  W ORK FOR THE SCHOOL  

 The Ring the Bell for West 
campaign was a HUGE success!  Due 
to your generosity we were able to 
fund an outing to Six Flags Over St. 
Louis and a meal for the 8th Graders 
on their class trip. We also raised 
enough funds to build a concession 
stand for the football field as well. 

 The 8th Graders left the 
school at 4:30 a.m. to make their 
way to St. Louis, arriving a little af-
ter 10:00 a.m. and pursuing a full 
day of exploring the city.  They fi-
nally made it to their hotel for some 
much needed sleep about midnight. 

 After outings to Six Flags 
over St. Louis and a trip too the 
baseball stadium to see the St. Louis 
Cardinals in action coupled with a 
full agenda of other adventures they 
made it back to the school about 
1:30 a.m. Saturday morning May 
21st.  What a way to end their time 
at West and head to High School and 
all of you helped to make that possi-
ble for them. 

 The concession stand will be 
built on the concrete area immedi-
ately behind the stands at the foot-
ball stadium and will offer a perma-
nent facility to sell food, drinks and 
other goodies to those attending the 
football games.  It will be fully en-
closed with microwaves, heating 
bins, drink coolers, coffee, tea and 
hot chocolate makers and maybe 
even a popcorn machine. 

Thanks to James Ham and Larry 
Cook, the stand will be fully wired 
to provide all the power needed to 
make West the absolute best place to  

play football in the city.  We plan to have 
graphics and signage to let all those who 
attend know that West is still Best! 

 Construction is set to begin the 
end of June and should be done some-
time the first of July.  No more dragging 
out tents, tables, coolers and product 
that have to be set up and then taken 
back down again. 

 Again, all this was made possi-
ble by your generosity and we should all 
be proud that we still are having on im-
pact on the school that we loved so 
much. 

 Come join us for a football 
game in the fall and see how your dona-
tions are being used and how much 
those at West appreciate what we do!

mailto:whitstok@aol.com


 

 Begun more than 

30 years ago, Lunch Bunch 

has become a true tradition 

for many Blue Jays.  Pro-

grams have included sports 

writers, public figures, au-

thors, representatives of 

many attractions around 

Nashville, West graduates 

who have truly made a 

mark on the world and 

many, many other interest-

ing discussions. 

 People from all 

classes from the 1940õs, 

 Monday, June 6, 

will be the 72th anniver-

sary of D-Day, the Allied 

landing at Normandy dur-

ing WWII. It was certainly 

one of the major turning 

points in the War. Many 

West students and gradu-

ates fought in WWII. On 

Thursday, June 9, we will 

recognize and celebrate 

that event with a presenta-

tion by our own Farris 

Beasley. Many of you will 

remember Farris's excel-

lent presentation last year  

1950õs and 1960õs are in 

attendance and many new 

friendships have been made 

with people you may not 

have known during our 

high school years. Lunch 

Bunch meets the second 

Thursday of every month at 

11:15 at Hillwood Country 

Club, except for the month 

of January, when the club 

is closed for maintenance . 

 Hope to see you 

there! 

L UNCH  B UNCH   
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Schedule of Events 

¶ Thursday, June 2nd, Class of 1960 Lunch, Blackstone, 11:30a.m. 

¶ Thursday, June 9th, Lunch Bunch, Hillwood Country Club, 11:15 a.m. 

¶ Tuesday, April 14th, Alumni Association Board of Directors Meeting, West Alumni Room 10:00 a.m. 

JUNE 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

https://www.facebook.com/farris.beasley
https://www.facebook.com/farris.beasley
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50th Reunion Class of 1966 

The Class of 66 dinner has been set 
for Friday evening, July 22nd! 

The location for the 50th reunion has 
been selected: 

BRENTWOOD SPORTSMAN'S 

LODGE 

1640 West Gate Circle 

Brentwood, TN 37027 

(Moore's Lane exit)  

If you have not responded our time 
is really short now so please re-
spond quickly.   

See you this summer.  

Best regards,  

Bill Moser   

marshallwmoser@gmail.com  

Elizabeth Gibson    

melizabethgibson@comcast.net  

Danny Williams   

lkwilliams265@gmail.com     

Class of 1960 

The Class of 1960 will hold its Re-
union Dinner on Friday, July 
22nd beginning at 6pm at the historic 
Loveless Café.   

The Homecoming for all classes will 
be held Saturday, July 23rd.  The 
school will be open at 12 pm for 
touring and the dinner will begin at 
6 pm in the new gym.   

Invitations to both events will be 
sent at a later date, but please save 
these dates for a great time with old 
friends! 

Class of 1964 

The West class of 1964 will meet 
for lunch on Friday, July 22, before 
we celebrate Homecoming on, Sat-
urday, July 23.  We hope all of our 
classmates will join us for both 
events.    

The school will be open at 2 pm, 
and the Alumni Room will be open 
to all.  Our dinner will begin at 6 
pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Class of 1954 
 
You can make your reservations now 
for the Class of õ54 Party to be held 
Friday evening, July 22nd. If you have 
not received your invitation you may 
contact John Wade, P.O. Box 160356, 
Nashville, TN 37215-0356 or call 615 
804-2717 for more information. 

 

Class of 1956 

The West End High School Class of 
1956 is celebrating the 60th anniver-
sary of their graduation by gathering 
Friday, July 22, 6:00 p.m., at Wholly 
Chow Restaurant,2948 Sidco Dr., for 
reminiscing and catching up. The res-
taurant is reserved and dinner is $40.00 
per person. For more information con-

tact Betty Jane Maples Taylor -  

 Lbjtaylor@yahoo.com. 

 

Homecoming 2016 

The committee handling the Home-
coming event this summer is work-
ing to get notices mailed and e-
mailed, so keep your eyes open and 
make plans to attend now! 

 

 

H OMECOMING  2016 AND  CLASS GATHERING  INFO   

mailto:marshallwmoser@gmail.com
mailto:melizabethgibson@comcast.net
mailto:lkwilliams265@gmail.com
mailto:Lbjtaylor@yahoo.com
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W EST N IGHT  AT  THE N ASHVILLE SOUNDS ! 

 West End High School Alumni Association 
hosted a special West Night at the Nashville Sounds 
on Saturday, May 21st.  Though the temperature 
dropped deep into the  fifties by game time, we had 
a wonderful turnout of 40 people who enjoyed a 
great night of baseball, socializing with folks  of 
many different ages and basically having a fabulous 
time. 

 The evening was such a success, look for 
more in the near future and oh, the Sounds won by a 
landslide!  How could it be any better?  


